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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY   

The Vanguard account of Radio Biafra 1967–1970 illustrates three enduring security doctrines relevant to 

2026 Nigeria:   

1. Information is Territory: Heron Okeahialam’s mobile short-wave transmitter held ground longer than 

infantry divisions.   

2. Engineering Beats Ordnance: Camouflage, frequency agility, and palm-tree aerials defeated aerial 

reconnaissance.   

3. Post-Conflict Absorption vs. Accountability: Colonel Obasanjo’s offer to reabsorb staff into Radio 

Nigeria set precedent for “amnesty-with-competence” that Nigeria still debates with Amotekun, ex-

militants, and repentant insurgents.   

 

This paper analyses the legal status, ethical implications, and preventive security lessons using Akinade 

2015 Intelligence System, Akinade 2017 Managing Strategic Security and Crime Prevention Models, 

Akinade 2018 Legal and Forensic Issues in Elections and Peace Education, and Akinade 2021 Enhancing 

Information Security and Facilities Management.   

 

2.0 LEGAL ASPECTS: WAR, MEDIA, AND TREASON 

Issue 1967-1970 Legal Position 2026 Equivalent Statute Application 

Rebel Broadcasting Treasonable felony S.37 Criminal Code 1916 Terrorism Prevention and 

Prohibition Act 2022 S.9: “Broadcasting terrorist propaganda” = 20 yearsRadio Biafra today would be 

proscribed. Okeahialam would face S.9 charges. 

Enemy Propaganda Defence Regulations 1939 Cybercrimes Act 2015 S.24: “Cyberstalking, fake 

news” Okokon Ndem’s “sharper than AK-47” broadcasts = disinformation offence. 

Post-War Absorption No Reconciliation Commission Act then National Commission for the 

Reintegration of Ex-Combatants Bill 2024 Obasanjo’s Lagos offer = early DDR. Legal basis now 

S.14(2)(b) Constitution. 

Seized Equipment War Booty, Geneva Convention 1949 Armed Forces Act S.221: Captured 

enemy equipment vests in FG Transmitter = state property. Okeahialam’s refusal lawful; no 

conscription. 

Scientists & RAP No War Crimes Act Geneva Protocol I Art.36: Review of new weapons

 Ogbunigwe, Red Devil legal if proportionate. No prosecution. 

Key Legal Precedent: A.G. Federation v. Ojukwu 1970 unreported. FG recognized need to reintegrate, not 

prosecute, technical cadre. This became template for Amnesty 2009 and now informs Amotekun 

secondment debates.   
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3.0 ETHICAL ISSUES 

Actor Ethical Duty Breach/Risk 

Heron Okeahialam Dual-use engineering: keep civilians informed vs. prolong war Akinade 2019 

Agrosecurity Chapter 2: Engineers must weigh civilian harm. Mobile station spared cities but extended 

conflict. 

Okokon Ndem Truth in journalism “Troops miles from capturing Gowon” = disinformation. Akinade 

2018 Legal and Forensic Issues Chapter 6: Propaganda vs. incitement. 

Col. Obasanjo Proportionality, prisoner treatment Threat to “flog Ikoneto demons” violates Geneva 

III Art.13. Mitigated: no flogging occurred. 

Gen. Effiong Command responsibility Surrender decision prevented further death. Ethical 

leadership per Akinade 2017 Contemporary Security Issues Chapter 8. 

Vanguard/Source Accuracy, context 2026 republication must note: Radio Biafra casualties not 

verified. Ethical journalism = add casualty data. 

 

4.0 PREVENTIVE SECURITY LESSONS FOR 2026   

4.1 Mobile Information Infrastructure   

Akinade 2021 Enhancing Information Security Chapter 4: “The transmitter that moves survives.” Modern 

equivalent: Starlink + encrypted Telegram channels used by bandits in NW forests. Counter: NCC geo-

fence + NAF EW aircraft.   

 

4.2 Camouflage and SIGINT Denial   

Okeahialam’s palm fronds = 1969. Today’s forest cells use solar panels under canopy. Akinade 2015 

Intelligence System Chapter 7: Multi-spectral IMINT defeats visual camouflage. NIGCOMSAT-1R 

thermal needed.   

 

4.3 Human Capital in Conflict   

Achebe, Ekwensi, Chukwumerije = “weaponized intellect”. Akinade 2017 Managing Strategic Security 

Chapter 9: States that jail engineers lose wars. Post-war, Okeahialam built IBS 1976 and headed IMT 

Enugu. Lesson for Amotekun: recruit, don’t alienate, local technicians.   

 

4.4 DDR and Reabsorption Doctrine   

Obasanjo’s Radio Nigeria offer = first DDR. Akinade 2018 Community Policing Chapter 12: “Competence 

amnesty” works when paired with vetting. Failed when no vetting: some RAP scientists later exported IED 

knowledge. 2026 policy: vet Amotekun, ex-bandits, through Police Act S.33.   

 

4.5 Palm Tree to Palm Oil: Dual-Use Science   

Biafra made beer from cassava, oil from coconut. Akinade 2019 Agrosecurity Chapter 5: Food-tech in 

conflict zones prevents famine but can fund war. Modern parallel: illegal refineries in Niger Delta. Solution: 

legalize, regulate, tax.   

 

5.0 STRATEGIES: FINDING THE 2026 “RADIO BIAFRA”   

Modern forest cells use TikTok, WhatsApp voice notes, and Baofeng radios. Apply Okeahialam hunt 

template:   
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1. Investigation: Track SIM registrations near forests. Akinade 2020 Chapter 6.   

2. Surveillance: Airborne SIGINT to DF short-wave/VHF. Palm tree aerials now = 5m mast hidden in 

canopy.   

3. Monitoring: NFIU flags purchase of inverters, batteries, solar panels in bulk.   

4. Undercover: Recruit hunters as “Heron Okeahialam” of today per Akinade 2018 Community Policing 

Chapter 10.   

5. Forensics: Voice biometric match Okokon Ndem-style propagandists. Evidence Act S.84.   

 

6.0 PROSPECTS AND OPPORTUNITIES   

1. Broadcasting: Convert captured illegal radios to community FM for peace messaging. IBS precedent.   

2. Engineering: Amnesty for tech-savvy forest dwellers to join Defence Industries Corporation.   

3. Legal: Use Radio Biafra case to draft “Information Warfare Regulation 2026”.   

4. Academic: NUC should fund “Heron Okeahialam Chair of Tactical Communications” at IMT Enugu.   

 

7.0 PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGES   

1. Jurisdiction: Is encrypted Telegram “broadcasting” under Terrorism Act? Courts split.   

2. Ethics: Should Nigeria employ ex-propagandists like Ndem was hailed by soldiers?   

3. Technology: Starlink makes “Obodoukwu Urualla” anywhere. Harder than 1970.   

4. Memory: Heroic narrative of Radio Biafra complicates prosecution of modern equivalents.   

 

8.0 CONCLUSION   

Radio Biafra won no territory, but it won time. Heron Okeahialam proved that a palm tree and engineering 

can outwit a Mercedes Benz NA 116 and fighter bombers. Obasanjo proved that after war, competence can 

be more valuable than vengeance.   

 

As Akinade 2017 Public Policing and Private Protection Chapter 9 states: “Maximum security is achieved 

when the state captures both the gun and the microphone.”   

 

In 2026, the forests of Ijebu North East and the airwaves of Telegram are the new Enugu and Obodoukwu. 

The state must find its Okeahialams before the non-state actors do, and it must have an Obasanjo ready to 

offer them Lagos, not a firing squad.   
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