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1.0 ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TROOP EXPLOIT

The Institute of Security Nigeria commends troops operating under Combat Sub-Sector CSS X for the
successful rescue of 148 kidnapped victims at Kotonkoro, Mariga LGA, Niger State on 27 May 2026 at
13:30 hours. The victims, comprising 2 adult males and 146 women and children abducted 3 months earlier
from villages in Wamba District, were recovered from terrorists suspected to have operated from
Kuyambana Forest in Zamfara State. The victims were safely escorted to Mariga Local Government
Headquarters in Bangi and handed over to local authorities for family reunification.

This operation reflects professional courage, intelligence-led action, and commitment to the constitutional
mandate of protecting lives and property under Section 14(2)(b) of the 1999 Constitution.

2.0 LEGAL AND SECURITY ANALYSIS

2.1 Cross-Border and Territorial Security Dimensions

The use of Kuyambana Forest in Zamfara State to hold victims abducted from Niger State confirms the
cross-border nature of banditry. Akinade 2008a Territorial and Cross Borders Issues: Prevention Response
and Security Solutions identifies porous borders and ungoverned forest reserves as enablers of trans-state
criminality. Prevention requires coordinated border surveillance, joint patrols, and real-time intelligence
sharing between Niger, Zamfara, and Kaduna security commands.

2.2 Strategic Security and Crime Prevention Models

Akinade 2017b Managing Strategic Security and Crime Prevention Models argues that effective security is
data-driven and preventive, not merely reactive. The CSS X operation succeeded because it combined
intelligence gathering with targeted intervention. Early warning systems and crime prevention models must
be institutionalized to reduce the 3-month captivity window experienced by these victims.

2.3 Community Policing and Local Intelligence

Akinade 2018a Community Policing: Strategic Approaches in Crime Prevention emphasizes that local
communities are the first line of security. Wamba District villagers possess critical intelligence on bandit
movement. Formalizing community policing structures will improve detection, prevention, and rapid
response to abductions.



2.4 Public-Private Security Integration

Akinade 2017a Public Policing and Private Protection for Maximum Security recommends layered security
through public-private partnerships. Local vigilantes and hunters’ groups, properly trained and supervised,
can complement military operations in Mariga LGA’s difficult terrain.

2.5 Human Security and Victim Welfare

Akinade 2008b National Security, Social Coercion and Sustainable Development establishes that national
security is hollow without citizen welfare. Immediate medical and psychological screening for the 148
rescued persons, especially women and children, is mandatory. Economic support for Wamba District
families prevents re-victimization and addresses social coercion that drives vulnerability.

2.6 Governance and Statecraft

Akinade 2017c Contemporary Security Issues in Governance and Statecraft contends that governance
deficits in rural areas create space for criminal actors. Mariga LGA’s remoteness and weak infrastructure
weaken state presence. Rescue operations must be matched with roads, schools, health centers, and
livelihood programs.

2.7 Agrosecurity and Environmental Protection

Akinade 2019a Agrosecurity, Bioterrorism and Environmental Protection identifies food security and rural
livelihoods as national security issues. Banditry in Mariga targets farming communities, destroying
agricultural output. Protecting agro-based livelihoods is as critical as kinetic operations.

2.8 Strategic Communication

Akinade 2008c Security Culture, Diplomacy and Communication Skills in International Relations stresses
strategic communication as a security tool. Publicizing verified exploits of gallant troops, as requested in
the X post by Zagazola Makama, builds public trust and counters terrorist propaganda.

2.9 Evidence and Legal Prosecution

Akinade 2018b Legal and Forensic Issues in Elections and Peace Education provides protocols for evidence
preservation. Chain of custody for weapons, digital devices, and testimonies recovered during the operation
must be maintained to secure convictions of captured terrorists under the Terrorism Prevention Act.

2.10 Communal Conflict Prevention

Akinade 2009 Communal Conflict and Violence: Response, Resolution and Prevention identifies
marginalization and weak dispute resolution as drivers of rural violence. Long-term stability in Mariga
requires addressing land disputes, farmer-herder tensions, and exclusion of local communities from security
planning.

2.11 Strategic Security in Statecraft

Akinade 2019b Managing Strategic Security in Statecraft, Public Affairs and Foreign Relations argues that
strategic security demands professional, apolitical, and well-resourced forces. The Kotonkoro operation
demonstrates what is achievable when that standard is met.



3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 Sustained Cross-Border Operations

Activate joint task forces across Niger-Zamfara-Kaduna axis based on Akinade 2008a principles. Deploy
drones, surveillance, and secure communication to dominate Kuyambana and contiguous forests.

3.2 Institutionalize Crime Prevention Models
Adopt Akinade 2017b data-driven models: predictive policing, hot-spot mapping, and rapid response units
for rural LGAs.

3.3 Expand Community Policing
Implement Akinade 2018a community policing framework in Wamba District. Train, equip, and legally
integrate local vigilantes under police supervision.

3.4 Victim Support and Reintegration
Apply Akinade 2008b human security approach: medical care, psychosocial support, and livelihood
restoration for rescued victims and families.

3.5 Protect Agrosecurity Assets
Use Akinade 2019a framework to secure farms and rural markets in Mariga LGA. Banditry is economic
sabotage and must be treated as such.

3.6 Strengthen Strategic Communication
Adopt Akinade 2008c communication strategy: regular, factual briefings on troop exploits to maintain
public confidence and morale.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The rescue of 148 Nigerians by CSS X troops validates the capacity of Nigeria’s security forces. As Akinade
2017c and 2019b establish, strategic security requires professional forces, good governance, and citizen
welfare working together. The exploits of our gallant troops deserve national recognition. The nation must
now match their sacrifice with policy: secure borders, empower communities, protect rural livelihoods, and
ensure justice through proper evidence handling.
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