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ABSTRACT

This position paper interrogates Chief Obafemi Awolowo’s 1947 thesis in Path to Nigerian Freedom that
mass illiteracy and absence of deliberate economic planning would produce systemic insecurity. Using
historical policy analysis, contemporary security data, and the framework of human security, the paper
argues that Nigeria’s current crisis of banditry, terrorism, kidnapping, and youth restiveness is the
fulfillment of Awolowo’s prediction, not the product of any single administration since 2023. The paper
challenges the political narrative that attributes Nigeria’s 70-year structural deficit to President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu, and instead establishes a causal chain: Ignorance — Unemployment — Desperation — Insecurity.
Drawing from security management theory, forensic criminology, and development studies, it proposes a
5-pillar national security doctrine for future generations: Universal Functional Education, Agro-Industrial
Economic Planning, Community-Based Intelligence Architecture, Youth Deradicalization, and Regional
Development Equity. The paper concludes that without completing Awolowo’s unfinished work, Nigeria’s
next generation faces an existential threat. The choice is between audacity of action and cesspool of
despondency.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION: THE PROBLEM STATEMENT

1.1 Background

In 1947, Chief Obafemi Awolowo published Path to Nigerian Freedom, warning that independence without
mass education and planned economy would yield “freedom in name only” and degenerate into “tribalism,
corruption, and chaos.” 78 years later, Nigeria experiences all three. The North East and North West are
epicenters of terrorism and banditry. The Middle Belt faces farmer-herder conflicts. The South West now
contends with imported criminality.

1.2 Research Problem

Current political discourse attributes insecurity, inflation, and unemployment to the administration of
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, inaugurated 29 May 2023. This paper contends that such attribution
commits the fallacy of presentism — judging 70 years of cumulative policy failure by 3 years of corrective
policy. The real problem is a 1947—-2023 policy debt in human capital and economic structure.

1.3 Objectives

1. To establish the causal link between Awolowo’s 1947 warnings and 2026 insecurity metrics.

2. To deconstruct the “blame Tinubu” narrative using forensic policy analysis.

3. To propose a security doctrine for future generations anchored on education and planning.

4. To identify prospects, opportunities, problems, and challenges in securing Nigeria’s next 50 years.

1.4 Methodology

Qualitative historical analysis of Awolowo’s works: Path to Nigerian Freedom (1947), Thoughts on
Nigerian Constitution (1966), VVoices of Reason (1981). Triangulated with NBS, UNESCO, UNDP, and
Institute of Security Nigeria data 2015-2026. Theoretical framework: Human Security Theory, Broken
Windows Theory, and Akinade’s Operational Framework for Policing (2004).

2.0 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

2.1 Human Security Theory

UNDP 1994 expanded security beyond military defense to freedom from want and freedom from fear.
Awolowo’s 1947 position predates this by 47 years. He located insecurity in ignorance + hunger, not just
guns.

2.2 Akinade’s Deviant Behaviour and Volatile Environment Model (2017, 2025)

Akinade (2017) posits that “volatile environments are manufactured by sustained policy neglect of
education, employment, and justice.” In volatile environments, deviant behaviour becomes rational
survival. Banditry in Zamfara and kidnapping in Ondo are not cultural — they are economic.

2.3 Broken Windows Theory Applied to Policy

Wilson & Kelling (1982): Unchecked small disorders lead to major crimes. This paper applies it to
governance: Unchecked illiteracy in 1960 becomes Boko Haram in 2009. Each broken school window left
unfixed since 1947 produced today’s shattered national security.



3.0 LITERATURE REVIEW & HISTORICAL ANALYSIS

3.1 Awolowo’s Twin Pillars: Education and Planning

Awolowo’s Position ~ 1947-1966 Reality 2026 Outcome

Free Universal Primary Education Implemented in Western Region 1955. Rejected as “utopian” by
Northern leaders. North: 70% of 20m out-of-school children. Literacy <40% in 7 States.
State-directed economic planning Western Region: farm settlements, industrial estates. Federal:
laissez-faire oil dependence. Unemployment 33.3%, Youth unemployment 53.4% NBS 2025.
Prediction: Ignorance + Hunger = Crime 1962: Awolowo jailed for treason. Policy ridiculed. 2026:
65,000+ deaths to insecurity since 20009.

3.2 The 70-Year Policy Debt Audit

1. 1955-1966: Western Region achieved 90% enrollment. North prioritized religious education over
Western education. Awolowo warned of “lopsided federation.”

2. 1970-1999: Oil boom replaced planning. Education budget averaged 5% vs UNESCO 26%. “Sharing
partners of government funds” replaced production.

3. 2000-2023: UBE Act passed but underfunded. 10.5m children out-of-school in 2015 became 20.2m by
2023. Time bomb detonated.

3.3 The Tinubu Administration: Firefighter or Arsonist?

Policies 2023-2026: Subsidy removal, forex unification, Student Loan Act, Renewed Hope Infrastructure
Fund, Regional Development Commissions. Forensic analysis: These target Awolowo’s two pillars. Pain
is withdrawal symptom from 70-year addiction to consumption economy.

4.0 SECURING NIGERIA’S FUTURE GENERATIONS: PROSPECTS & OPPORTUNITIES

4.1 Demographic Dividend Opportunity

NBS 2026: 63% of Nigerians under 25. If educated and skilled, this is a $3.3 trillion GDP prospect by 2050.
If neglected, it is 63% recruitment pool for chaos. Awolowo’s free education model, updated as Free
Functional & Digital Education 2025-2040, converts the bulge to bonus.

4.2 Regional Development Commissions as Awolowo’s ‘Wings to Fly’

Tinubu’s creation of 6 RDCs mirrors Awolowo’s federalism. Opportunity: Each region designs education
+ agro-industrial plans suited to comparative advantage. North: Ranching & solar farms. South West: Tech
& cocoa value chain. South East: Manufacturing clusters.

4.3 Community-Based Intelligence Architecture

Akinade (2019) Legal Records, Data Forensics and Crime Tracking Systems argues that “insecurity is
defeated at the village, not the barracks.” SO SAFE CORPS, Amotekun, and Hisbah, if standardized and
federally permitted, become early warning systems Awolowo lacked in 1947.



4.4 Diaspora & Technology Leapfrogging

Nigeria’s 17m diaspora remit $21bn annually. Policy opportunity: Diaspora Education Bond to fund 1m
technical colleges. Al and remote learning can deliver Awolowo’s curriculum to 20m children without
building 20m classrooms.

5.0 PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGES

5.1 The Political Economy of Ignorance

Vested interests profit from mass illiteracy: political thuggery, religious manipulation, cheap labor.
Implementing Awolowo’s model threatens “handout economy.” Challenge: Elite resistance.

5.2 Federal-Unit Dysfunction
Education is on Concurrent List, but States underfund it. UBE funds unaccessed due to counterpart funding
failure. Without fiscal federalism reform, RDCs become new bureaucracies.

5.3 Security Sector Trust Deficit
Akinade (2004) Operational Framework for Policing: “Without public trust, intelligence dries up.” 2026
Afrobarometer: 68% of Nigerians fear Police more than bandits. Planning must include police reform.

5.4 Transnational Spillover
Sahel instability, climate migration, and arms flow import insecurity. Nigeria cannot educate its way out if
Niger, Chad, and Cameroon remain ungoverned spaces. Challenge: ECOWAS security cooperation.

5.5 The Social Media Mis-Education Crisis
Youths “arguing from ignorance on Android phones” (Ajisafe, 2026) create post-truth politics. Blaming
Tinubu trends faster than reading Awolowo. Problem: Attention economy rewards outrage, not policy.

6.0 A5-PILLAR SECURITY DOCTRINE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

Pillar 1: Universal Functional Education 2025-2040

Objective: 0% out-of-school by 2035. Curriculum: Literacy + Numeracy + Digital + Vocational + Civic
Security. Model: Awolowo 1955 + Finland 2020. Funding: 26% budget + Diaspora Bond + 2% VAT.

Pillar 2: Deliberate Agro-Industrial Planning

Objective: 50m jobs via commodity value chains. Each RDC to publish 10-year plan. Revive farm
settlements. Link: “Unemployment where there should be work” becomes “Factories where there were
forests.”

Pillar 3: Community Intelligence & Hybrid Policing
Standardize SO SAFE CORPS/Amotekun under Police Act amendment. Train 1m Community Safety
Officers in Akinade’s Emergency Recognition protocols. Tech: National Crime Data Fusion Centre.



Pillar 4: Youth Deradicalization & Productivity Corps
Convert repentant bandits to National Construction Corps — roads, schools, ranches. Incentive: Skill +
land + loan vs prison. Breaks Ignorance-Hunger-Crime chain.

Pillar 5: Constitutional & Fiscal Restructuring for Equity
Implement Awolowo’s federalism: States control resources, remit to center. Education and policing fully
devolved. Ends “lopsided federation” that breeds grievance.

7.0 CONCLUSION: THE CHOICE BEFORE US
Awolowo told University of Ife in 1981: “We were told in 1952 that free education was utopian. Today we
see the price in armed robbery.” In 2026, replace armed robbery with banditry, IEDs, and mass abductions.

The “blame Tinubu” narrative is ahistorical. He inherited a house with 70 years of structural cracks. Subsidy
removal and forex unification are chemotherapy — painful but aimed at cancer, not headache.

The house mouse can no longer cry as a mouse. The bird can no longer sing. Human beings are losing
capacity to act as humans. To reverse this, Nigeria must return to 1947 and complete the assignment:

Educate all. Plan all. Secure all.

Tinubu has set the template. RDCs are the wings. But wings do not fly by themselves — political will,
citizen vigilance, and intellectual honesty must provide the wind.

Anything else is noise. The chicken has come home to roost. Now we build or we perish.
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