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ABSTRACT 

This position paper examines the threat of terrorist “sleeper cells” in Nigeria’s urban centers, using the May 

23, 2026 Saturday Vanguard report “Sleeper cells spreading!” as the primary case study. The paper argues 

that securing Nigeria’s future security and stability requires a shift from reactive counterterrorism to 

preventive resilience anchored in four pillars: security intelligence monitoring systems, surveillance and 

undercover assignments, technology-driven investigations, and integrated criminal justice administration. 

 

Drawing on 22 years of the author’s scholarship on policing, governance, statecraft, and forensic standards, 

the study evaluates the Lagos State Security Trust Fund, LSSTF, as a model of “strategic security in 

statecraft” for national replication. 

 

Four Strategic Imperatives for Nigeria’s Future Stability: 

1. Doctrinal Shift: Urban infiltration reflects “borderless terrorism” per Akinade, A. (2007b), requiring 

Akinade, A. (2017) “contemporary security in governance.” 

2. Institutionalize Partnerships: Scale the LSSTF model, implementing Akinade, A. (2004) “3S Policing” 

and Akinade, A. (2019) “strategic security” principles. 

3. Secure the Intelligence Domain: Deploy integrated monitoring, surveillance, and undercover systems per 

Akinade, A. (2009a), with forensic standards from Akinade, A. (2018). 

4. Modernize Criminal Justice Administration: Link intelligence, investigations, and prosecution through 

technology, per Akinade, A. (2025) “Logic Thinking Matrix.” 

 

The paper concludes with the Lagos Preventive Resilience Framework, LPRF — a 15-point blueprint for 

securing Nigeria’s future. 

 

Keywords: Nigeria’s future security; Sleeper cells; Security intelligence; Surveillance; Undercover 

operations; Criminal justice administration; Technology; LSSTF; Statecraft; Social cohesion 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Securing Nigeria’s Future: The Intelligence Gap 

The December 21, 2025 arrest of two suspected ISWAP operatives in Apapa, Lagos, exposed a critical gap: 

Nigeria’s security architecture was not designed to detect “quiet embedding” in megacities. As Saturday 

Vanguard (Usman, 2026) documents, “geographical immunity” has ended. This validates Akinade, A. 

(2017): “Contemporary security issues in governance will be defined not by where conflict starts, but by 

where it spreads.” 

 

Securing Nigeria’s future therefore depends on four operational capabilities: intelligence monitoring, covert 

surveillance, forensic investigation, and technology-enabled criminal justice administration. 

 

1.2 Authorial Framework 

This paper synthesizes the author’s published works: 

 

1. Akinade, A. 2004. Operational Framework For Policing: Development, Structures, Skills and Strategies. 

Lagos: Institute of Security Nigeria Press. 

2. Akinade, A. 2007a. Managerial and Operational Skills For Modern Security Practices. Lagos: ISN Press. 

3. Akinade, A. 2007b. Territorial Conflicts And Cross-Borders Issues: Prevention, Responses, And Security 

Solutions. Lagos: ISN Press. 

4. Akinade, A. 2008. National Security, Social Cohesion And Sustainable Development: Panacea To 

Conflicts, Violence And Xenophobia. Abuja: National Security Publishers. 

5. Akinade, A. 2009a. Security Systems, Law Enforcement, Criminal Justice And Public Safety: Principles, 

Policies and Practices In Nigeria. Lagos: ISN Press. 

6. Akinade, A. 2009b. Community Conflicts and Violence: Responses, Resolution and Prevention. Lagos: 

ISN Press. 

7. Akinade, A. 2017. Contemporary Security Issues in Governance and Statecraft. Lagos: ISN Press. 

8. Akinade, A. 2018. Legal and Forensic Issues in Elections and Peace Education. Lagos: ISN Press. 

9. Akinade, A. 2019. Managing Strategic Security In Statecraft, Public Affairs and Foreign Relations. 

Lagos: ISN Press. 

10. Akinade, A. 2025. Security Perceptions, Logic Thinking and Innovations For Criminal Justice And 

Protection Systems. Lagos: ISN Press. 

11. Akinade, A. [n.d.]. Managing Security In Public Institutions and Parliaments. Lagos: ISN Press. 

 

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW & THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

2.1 Intelligence as First Line of Defense 

Akinade, A. (2009a) defined “security intelligence” as “the systematic collection, analysis, and 

dissemination of information on threats before they manifest.” The Vanguard report confirms that “modest 

transfers” and “rented apartments” are intelligence indicators. Without monitoring systems, these signals 

are lost. 
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2.2 Surveillance and Undercover Assignments 

Akinade, A. (2004) established “covert policing” as a core skill in the “3S Policing Model.” Undercover 

assignments are not merely investigative tools; they are preventive. Sleeper cells, per Ofoyetan, embed as 

“businesses… religious clerics.” Only trained undercover operatives can penetrate “grey-zone embedding.” 

 

2.3 Investigations and Criminal Justice Administration 

Akinade, A. (2009a) argued that “criminal justice without intelligence is blind; intelligence without justice 

is abuse.” The Apapa arrests must trigger financial investigations via NFIU, digital forensics on phones, 

and swift prosecution. Akinade, A. (2025) provides the “Logic Thinking Matrix” for linking HUMINT, 

SIGINT, and court-admissible evidence. 

 

2.4 Technology as Force Multiplier 

Akinade, A. (2025) identified “Criminal Justice 4.0”: AI-driven CCTV analytics, biometric databases, 

geofencing, and blockchain evidence chains. Lagos LSSTF’s investment in vehicles and vests must now 

extend to “smart surveillance”: facial recognition in markets, ANPR on bridges, and drone patrols of 

waterways per Akinade, A. (2007b). 

 

3.0 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF SECURITY INTELLIGENCE SYSTEMS 

3.1 Mandate of Intelligence Monitoring Systems 

1. Threat Detection: Track financial, communication, and movement patterns of “high-risk persons” 

(Akinade, A., 2009a). 

2. Early Warning: Issue alerts on “cognitive attacks” such as school bomb hoaxes (Akinade, A., 2025). 

3. Strategic Analysis: Produce “Statecraft Security Briefs” for governors, per Akinade, A. (2019). 

4. Counter-Disinformation: Apply Akinade, A. (2018) “Forensic Literacy” to verify threats before public 

panic. 

 

3.2 Surveillance and Undercover Assignments: Doctrine and Ethics 

Role Responsibility Legal Basis Source 

Surveillance Officers 24/7 monitoring of critical infrastructure, markets, ports Terrorism Prevention 

Act 2022 Akinade, A. 2009a 

Undercover Operatives Infiltrate “businesses… religious” fronts Evidence Act s. 198 Akinade, A. 

2004 

Technical Surveillance Deploy CCTV, drones, IMSI-catchers Cybercrimes Act 2015 Akinade, A. 

2025 

Oversight Units Audit to prevent abuse; ensure Article 17 privacy Akinade, A. 2018  

Akinade, A. [n.d.] Managing Security In Public Institutions adds: “Parliamentary security units must run 

undercover sweeps before every sitting.” 

 

3.3 Investigations: From Intelligence to Evidence 

Akinade, A. (2009a) outlines a “Four-Phase Investigation Model”: 

1. Intelligence Phase: DSS/Police Special Branch identify suspects via monitoring. 

2. Covert Phase: Undercover assets confirm intent. 

3. Forensic Phase: Digital, financial, and biometric evidence collection per Akinade, A. (2025). 
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4. Judicial Phase: Prosecutors trained in “Logic Thinking” present chain of custody. 

 

3.4 Criminal Justice Administration and Technology 

Akinade, A. (2025) proposes “Integrated Criminal Justice Technology Platform”: 

1. Central Case Database: Links Police, DSS, NFIU, DPP. 

2. Digital Evidence Vault: Blockchain to prevent tampering. 

3. AI Triage: Flags terrorism cases for fast-track courts. 

4. Public Dashboard: Anonymized metrics build trust, per Akinade, A. (2008) “social cohesion.” 

 

4.0 ANALYSIS OF THE SATURDAY VANGUARD REPORT 

4.1 Intelligence Failure and Recovery 

The report admits “Nigeria’s greatest mistake was dismissing early warning signs.” This validates Akinade, 

A. (2004): “Intelligence is not data; it is decisions.” LSSTF’s VCRU now functions as “human sensors” 

(Akinade, A., 2009b), reporting “rented apartment” anomalies. 

 

4.2 Surveillance Gaps in Megacities 

“Large crowds create anonymity” (Usman, 2026). Akinade, A. (2009a) solution: “Stratified surveillance” 

— Tier 1: ports/airports; Tier 2: markets/schools; Tier 3: residential. LSSTF’s decentralized stations enable 

this. 

 

4.3 Undercover Necessity 

Because cells pose as “clerics… businesses,” only long-term undercover assignments can achieve 

“preventive penetration” (Akinade, A., 2004). 

 

4.4 Technology Deficit 

The January 2026 school hoaxes spread because alerts were manual. Akinade, A. (2025) prescribes 

“automated threat verification SMS” from fusion centers to principals within 3 minutes. 

 

5.0 THE LAGOS STATE SECURITY TRUST FUND: OPERATIONALIZING INTELLIGENCE-

LED SECURITY 

LSSTF embodies Akinade, A. (2007a): “Modern security is managed partnership.” Its specific 

contributions: 

 

1. Equipment: Vehicles enable rapid surveillance response. 

2. Training: VCRU trained in Akinade, A. (2004) “covert skills.” 

3. Inter-Agency Fusion: 9 Brigade + NNS Beecroft + Police share ISR data. 

4. Technology Pilot: ANPR on Third Mainland Bridge per Akinade, A. (2025). 

 

6.0 STRATEGIC IMPERATIVES FOR NIGERIA’S FUTURE SECURITY 

Imperative 1: National Intelligence Surveillance Doctrine   

Enact Akinade, A. (2009a) “Integrated Monitoring Code”: 36 State Fusion Centers linked to NSA. 

 

Imperative 2: Undercover Corps   

Create “National Preventive Penetration Unit” per Akinade, A. (2004), with 5-year postings. 



 

5 
 

 

Imperative 3: Criminal Justice Technology Act   

Legislate Akinade, A. (2025) “Digital Evidence and Fast-Track Terrorism Courts.” 

 

Imperative 4: Discourse Ethics   

Adopt Akinade, A. (2018) “Legal-Forensic Test” for National Assembly. Implement Akinade, A. (2008) 

“Social Cohesion Index” to audit speech. 

 

7.0 THE LAGOS PREVENTIVE RESILIENCE FRAMEWORK, LPRF 

Pillar Role/Responsibility Source Future Stability Outcome 

1. Intelligence Fusion 24/7 monitoring; analysis; dissemination Akinade, A. 2004; 2009a Disrupt 

cells before activation 

2. Surveillance Deployment CCTV, drones, ANPR in Tier 1-3 zones Akinade, A. 2025 Deny 

anonymity 

3. Undercover Operations 5-year embeddings in high-risk sectors Akinade, A. 2004

 Preventive penetration 

4. Forensic Investigations Digital/financial evidence to prosecution Akinade, A. 2018; 2025

 Conviction rates >80% 

5. Tech-Enabled Justice Blockchain vaults; AI case triage Akinade, A. 2025 90-day 

terrorism trials 

6. Discourse Ethics Audit political speech for incitement Akinade, A. 2018 Prevent 

destabilization 

7. Statecraft Integration LSSTF as public-private model Akinade, A. 2019 Investor confidence 

8. Social Cohesion Counter xenophobia; protect residents Akinade, A. 2008 National unity 

9. Maritime ISR Drone/riverine patrols; IMSI-catchers Akinade, A. 2007b Close infiltration routes 

10. School Safety Tech Auto-verify threats; panic buttons Akinade, A. 2018 Protect next 

generation 

11. Interfaith Intel Cleric liaison officers Akinade, A. 2008 Early radicalization flags 

12. Legal Reform Fast-track financing laws Akinade, A. 2009a Deterrence 

13. Parliamentary Security Undercover sweeps; access biometrics Akinade, A. [n.d.] Protect 

institutions 

14. Public Dashboard Release anonymized threat metrics Akinade, A. 2008 Trust building 

15. Early Warning Audit Annual “Governance Gap” review Akinade, A. 2017

 Institutionalize foresight 

 

8.0 CONCLUSION: INTELLIGENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND JUSTICE AS FUTURE 

GUARANTORS 

This paper concludes a 22-year research arc. Operational Framework (2004) foresaw undercover policing. 

Security Systems (2009a) foresaw intelligence-led justice. Security Perceptions (2025) foresaw tech-

enabled courts. Legal and Forensic Issues (2018) foresaw speech as battleground. 

 

The May 23, 2026 Vanguard report is empirical validation. As Akinade, A. (2009a) wrote: “A nation that 

cannot secure its cities cannot secure its future.” That security rests on four capabilities: monitoring, 

surveillance, investigation, and technology-driven justice. 
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“Security is not the absence of danger, but the presence of preparation” (Akinade, A., 2007a). “No city 

remains safe solely because it was safe yesterday” (Usman, 2026).  

 

Nigeria’s future security and stability will be secured by intelligence that sees, operatives who penetrate, 

investigators who prove, and courts that convict — all connected by technology. 
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